
 

 

 

 

 

 

Facts and Figures 
The CURTA – made in Liechtenstein 

 
Vaduz, 12.5.32021 
 
Sonderausstellung: The CURTA – made in Liechtenstein 
Dauer: From Thursday, 20th May to Sunday, 29th August 2021 
Ort: Liechtensteinisches NationalMuseum  

Städtle 43, Postfach 1216 
9490 Vaduz 
Principality Liechtenstein 

Öffnungszeiten: Tu, Th to Su 10 am to 5 pm, We 10 am to 20pm,  
Mo closed 

Eintritt: CHF 10.00, reduced CHF 7.00 
Konzept der Ausstellung: The CURTA – made in Liechtenstein 

How an inventor’s bright idea became an industrial product 
made in Liechtenstein. 
The CURTA was the world’s smallest mechanical calculator 
to be built in big numbers. It was patented in 1938 by Curt 
Herzstark from Vienna. Development was interrupted by the 
Second World War. Curt Herzstark was held in the Buchen-
wald concentration camp, where he drew plans for the cal-
culating machine in his spare time. After the end of the war 
Prince Franz Josef II became aware of the invention and 
founded the calculating machine company Contina AG. Curt 
Herzstark set up production despite the challenges of the 
post-war climate, including a lack of skilled workers and 
difficult economic conditions in Liechtenstein. 
This exhibition brings together for the first time originals of 
all the various models developed over the years. It also 
showcases the economic backdrop, the development 
of manufacturing and the life of the inventor himself using 
unique exhibits, photos, films and documents. 

Website: www.landesmuseum.li 
Pressebilder: https://www.landesmuseum.li/de/medien 
Kontakt: Liechtensteinisches NationalMuseum 

Prof. Dr. Rainer Vollkommer 
Direktor  
Städtle 43, Postfach 1216 
9490 Vaduz 
Fürstentum Liechtenstein 
P +423 239 68 20 
M info@landesmuseum.li 
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